SOME   IRISH  MEMBEES

diablerie in Mr, Healy's cleverness. He appears to me
to look upon the struggles of humanity, especially of
humanity as illustrated by the House of Commons, with
all the captivating malignity of the demon in Le Sage's
immortal story. There is much that is thoroughly Irish
in Healy's humour and in his humours, but the pre-
cision and the definiteness with which his intellect pene-
trates through all the complications of some involved
and intricate subject, and arranges the whole into
orderly mechanism, show qualities which can hardly be
regarded as characteristically Hibernian. In private
life it must be said that Healy is unquestionably a
good friend to his friend. So far as public life is con-
cerned he appears to delight in quarrels and to revel in
enmities, but all the same it is certain that if he likes a
man he does like him, and will stand by him to the last.
I cannot believe that he ever knew what it was to be
afraid of anything. The very first speech he ever made
in the House of Commons showed him as completely a
master of himself and of the subject, as free from ner-
vousness and stage fright, as willing to wound, and as
little afraid to strike, as if he had spent the greater part
of a lifetime in Parliamentary debate. He is a gamin
of genius, a sprite with a gift for the details of legisla-
tion, a destructive force which can transform itself at
will into a spirit of construction and re-construction.
He is usually a terror to his opponents, and sometimes
too, I believe, a terror to his friends. One thing cer-
tain is, no one ever said or is ever likely to say that
'Tim' Healy is not a clever man.

Mr. William O'Brien is not now a member of the
House of Commons, but he was in the House for many
years, and can be there again whenever he feels so in-
clined, andjherefore I may class him, as I have already
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